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The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any
candidate. Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the
community by gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin

specific questions.

FOR REFERENCE
 Nonprofitvote.org - Permissible Election Activities checklist 

IRS Website – The Restriction of Political Campaign Intervention by Section 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Organizations

https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/the-restriction-of-political-campaign-intervention-by-section-501c3-tax-exempt-organizations


C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

 MAGGIE BEYER

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

1 . )  What  i s  your  v i s ion  for  the  future  o f  downtown E lg in ,
and  how do  you  see  i t  contr ibut ing  to  the  overa l l  growth
of  the  c i ty?  

I  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  s e e  a  c a l i s t h e n i c  p a r k  w i t h  p u l l  u p  b a r s ,
o u t d o o r  f i t n e s s  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  o u t d o o r  w o r k o u t  a r e a s  f o r

p e o p l e  t o  w o r k  o u t  a t .  I t  c o u l d  b e  a  g o o d  p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y  f o r
n u m e r o u s  a g e  g r o u p s .  A l s o  a  s k a t e p a r k .  I t  s h o u l d  b e
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l l  l e v e l s ,  w i t h  l o n g  r u n w a y s  &  a  m i n i

r a m p , w h i c h  c o u l d  i n c l u d e  a  m a n u a l  p a d .  

I t  w o u l d  d r a w  t h e  a t h l e t i c  t y p e  t o  t h e  c i t y  a n d  a l s o  t h e  y o u t h .
W e  n e e d  t o  o f f e r  m o r e  t h i n g s  f o r  o u r  y o u t h  t o  d o  t h a t  i s

p o s i t i v e  f o r  t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  b o d i e s .  I t  w o u l d  a l s o
b e  a  t h i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  h e l p  o u r  c i t y  h a v e  a  b e t t e r  i m a g e .  

2 . )  What  spec i f ic  s teps  would  you  take  to  support  loca l
bus iness  in  E lg in?  

J u s t  l a s t  n i g h t  I  h a d  t w o  m e e t i n g s  d o w n t o w n  E l g i n  a n d
w a n t e d  t o  h a v e  d i n n e r .  I  c o u l d n ’ t  t h i n k  o f  a  s i t  d o w n

r e s t a u r a n t .  W e  e n d e d  u p  h a v i n g  d i n n e r  a t  t h e  G a i l  B o r d e n
L i b r a r y  C a f e .  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  a  s h a m e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  s i t  d o w n

r e s t a u r a n t  t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  c o u l d  f r e q u e n t  b e f o r e
p e r f o r m a n c e s  a t  t h e  H e m m e n s  o r  a n y  o t h e r  e v e n t  d o w n t o w n .  I

k n o w  t h e r e  i s  D a n n y ’ s  P i z z a  b u t  I  w o u l d  p r e f e r  a  q u i e t e r
a t m o s p h e r e  w h e r e  y o u  c a n  h e a r  e a c h  o t h e r  s p e a k .  

I  a l s o  t h i n k  t h a t  m o r e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  f r o m  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s
w o u l d  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  t r a f f i c  w i t h  c u s t o m e r s .  A n d  w e  c o u l d

e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  o f f e r  s p e c i a l s  t o  a t t r a c t  p e o p l e  t o  t h e i r
b u s i n e s s .  L a s t l y ,  m o r e  p o l i c e  p r e s e n c e  s o  p e o p l e  f e e l  s a f e

b e i n g  d o w n t o w n .  



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

 MAGGIE BEYER

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

3 . )  How would  you  invo lve  res idents ,  bus iness  owners ,  and
other  s takeholders  in  dec is ions  impact ing  downtown
Elg in?  

T o  p u t  i t  s i m p l y ,  w e  c o u l d  d o  a  s u r v e y  a n d  a s k  t h e  r e s i d e n t s
w h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  w o u l d  m a k e  E l g i n  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  t o  l i v e , s h o p
a n d  d i n e  a t .  M o s t  i m p o r t a n t  w o u l d  b e  t o  e n a c t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f
t h e  s u r v e y  a n d  l e t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  k n o w  t h a t  w e  l i s t e n e d  t o
t h e m .  T h i s  w o u l d  h e l p  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a

s a y  i n  E l g i n .



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

 STEVEN THOREN

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

1 . )  What  i s  your  v i s ion  for  the  future  o f  downtown E lg in ,
and  how do  you  see  i t  contr ibut ing  to  the  overa l l  growth
of  the  c i ty?

 
I  f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f

E l g i n ’ s  d o w n t o w n .  I t  h a s  b e e n  o n  a  p a t h w a y  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  b u t  h a s  q u i t e  a  w a y  t o  g o .  T h e  p r o m e n a d e  i s

g r e a t  a n d  w i t h  t h e  m a r k e t  b e i n g  t h e r e  i t ’ s  g a i n i n g  n o t o r i e t y .
H o p i n g  m o r e  e v e n t s  c a n  u t i l i z e  t h i s  f i n e  t h o r o u g h f a r e .  T h e
n e w  c o u r t y a r d  i s  w o n d e r f u l .  T h e  c i t y  d i d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  j o b

w i t h  t h a t  f a c e l i f t ,  n o w  l e t ’ s  g e t  s o m e  a c t i v i t y  t h e r e .  W i t h  t h e
n e w  a p a r t m e n t  g e t t i n g  c l o s e ,  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s i d e n t s  w i l l  h e l p
t h e  d o w n t o w n  g r o w t h .  I  a p p l a u d  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  h o p e

m o r e  w i l l  c o m e  a l o n g  w i t h  s o m e  s p e c i a l t y  s h o p s .  I  w i l l  w o r k
t o  e x t e n d  t h e  T I F  t o  h e l p  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  o w n e r s  w i t h  g r o w t h .
T h e  m o r e  w e  c a n  d o  d o w n t o w n ,  t h e  m o r e  w e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o
g e t  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  w e s t  t o  c o m e  d o w n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  i t s

l o r e .  
 

2 . )  What  spec i f ic  s teps  would  you  take  to  support  loca l
bus inesses  in  downtown E lg in?

 
A s  I  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t i f  w i l l  b e  v e r y

i m p o r t a n t  f o r  g r o w t h  o p p o r t u n i t y .  I  w i l l  s u p p o r t  b r i n g i n g
m o r e  e v e n t s  t o  t h e  d o w n t o w n  a r e a .  I  s u p p o r t  t h e  D N A  e f f o r t s

t o  w o r k  w i t h  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s  l i k e  t h e  t r a s h  b i n s  c o r a l  a n d
a l t e r i n g  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o r  t e n a n t s  t o  a t t r a c t  a  w i d e r  r a n g e

o f  p e o p l e  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s .  A  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  w a y  t o  e n g a g e
b u s i n e s s e s  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  i n  p r o m o t i o n s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l

a l s o  h e l p .  
 



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

 STEVEN THOREN

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

 
3 . How would  you  invo lve  res idents ,  bus iness  owners ,  and
other  s takeholders  in  dec is ions  impact ing  downtown
Elg in?

 
T h e  c i t y  h a s  b e e n  h o l d i n g  o p e n  f o r u m s  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  t o  s h a r e

t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  l i b r a r y  a r e a
e x p a n s i o n .  W h i l e  w e  h a v e n ’ t  d e c i d e d  o n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n
y e t ,  t h e  s a m e  t y p e  o f  m e e t i n g s  f o r  c i t i z e n s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  i s
e n c o u r a g e d .  I  t h i n k  i t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  l e a r n  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t ,

n o t  w h a t  t h e  c i t y  w a n t s .  W e  s t r i v e  f o r  r e s u l t s  o f  p o s i t i v e ,
m o r e  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  g r o w t h ,  m o r e  s t o r e s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  a c t i o n ,

e t c .  T h e  m o r e  p e o p l e  c o m e ,  t h e  m o r e  w e  c a n  o f f e r .  T h e
N i g h t m a r e  k e e p s  g r o w i n g  a n d  i t  e x p o s e s  m o r e  b u s i n e s s e s

e v e r y  y e a r .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  w e  n e e d .  I  g r e w  u p  g o i n g  d o w n t o w n
E l g i n  o n  m y  b i k e  i n  t h e  6 0 s .  I t  w a s  a  m a g i c a l  p l a c e .  I  k n o w  i t
w i l l  n e v e r  b e  t h e  s a m e  b e c a u s e  t i m e s  h a v e  c h a n g e d ,  a l s o  o f

n o t e ,  E l g i n ’ s  d e m o g r a p h i c  h a s  c h a n g e d .  E l g i n  i s  n o t  S t .
C h a r l e s  o r  G e n e v a ,  b u t  i f  w e  a l l  w o r k  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  c a n  m a k e

i t  a  m o r e  s p e c i a l  p l a c e  t h a n  i t  i s  t o d a y .  I ’ m  a l l  i n .  



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

CECILIA IVANA BROOKS

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

N O  R E S P O N S E  



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

DIANA ALFARO

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

1 . )  What  i s  your  v i s ion  for  the  future  o f  downtown E lg in ,
and  how do  you  see  i t  contr ibut ing  to  the  overa l l  growth  of
the  c i ty?  

D o w n t o w n s  a r e  e c o n o m i c  d r i v e r s  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s .  M y  v i s i o n  f o r
d o w n t o w n  E l g i n  i n c o r p o r a t e s  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  t o

e n s u r e  d o w n t o w n  E l g i n  i s  o u r  s h a r e d  v i s i o n  n o t  o n l y  m i n e .  I
t h i n k ,  i f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a g r e e s ,  s e e k  t o  c r e a t e  d o w n t o w n  a s  a
v i b r a n t  a n d  d i v e r s e  a r e a  t h a t  s e r v e s  a s  b o t h  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a n d
c u l t u r a l  h e a r t  o f  o u r  c i t y .  I  c a n  s e e  d o w n t o w n  e v o l v i n g  i n t o  a
d e s t i n a t i o n  w h e r e  h i s t o r i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  b l e n d s  w i t h  m o d e r n
a m e n i t i e s ,  a t t r a c t i n g  v i s i t o r s  w h i l e  s e r v i n g  r e s i d e n t s ’  d a i l y

n e e d s .  A  h e a l t h y  m i x  o f  l o c a l  r e t a i l ,  d i n i n g  o p t i o n s  a t  v a r i o u s
p r i c e  p o i n t s ,  a r t s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s ,  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l

a c t i v i t i e s ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

 T h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  d o w n t o w n  b o o s t s  t h e  o v e r a l l  g r o w t h  i n  E l g i n .
I t  s t r e n g t h e n s  o u r  i m a g e ,  m a k e s  u s  a  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r

n e i g h b o r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  o v e r a l l  q u a l i t y  o f
l i f e  f o r  E l g i n  r e s i d e n t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  g e n e r a t e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t a x

r e v e n u e  t h a t  w i l l  f u n d  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s  c i t y w i d e ,  c r e a t i n g
b e n e f i t s  f a r  b e y o n d  t h e  d o w n t o w n  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .

D o w n t o w n ' s  s u c c e s s  c r e a t e s  p o w e r f u l  r i p p l e  e f f e c t s  a s  v i s i t o r s
w h o  c o m e  f o r  u n i q u e  d o w n t o w n  e x p e r i e n c e s  d i s c o v e r  E l g i n ' s

o t h e r  d i s t i n c t i v e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  a t t r a c t i o n s .  P e r h a p s  m o s t
s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  a  t h r i v i n g  d o w n t o w n  b u i l d s  c i v i c  p r i d e  t h a t
t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o  b r o a d e r  c o m m u n i t y  i n v e s t m e n t ,  v o l u n t e e r

e n g a g e m e n t ,  a n d  p o s i t i v e  w o r d - o f - m o u t h  t h a t  b e n e f i t s  t h e
e n t i r e  c i t y .  



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

DIANA ALFARO

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

2 . )  What  spec i f ic  s teps  would  you  take  to  support  loca l
bus inesses  in  downtown E lg in?  

 A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  D N A  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  i t  s t a t e d  t h e r e  a r e  “ 4 4 5
T o t a l  B u s i n e s s  u n i t s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  d o w n t o w n  E l g i n  a s  o f  J a n u a r y
2 0 2 3 . ”  T h e s e  b u s i n e s s e s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  E l g i n ’ s  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h .

T o  s u p p o r t  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  d o w n t o w n  E l g i n  a n d  t o
s t r e n g t h e n  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  b u s i n e s s  e c o s y s t e m ,  I  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e

f o l l o w i n g  s t e p s :

 ●  C r e a t e  ‘ L o c a l  B u s i n e s s e s  T A  D a y ’ ,  i n  w h i c h  o n  t h e s e  d a y s  w e
w o u l d  h a v e  a  c o a l i t i o n  o f  b u s i n e s s  s u p p o r t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
c o m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  p r o v i d e  a t  n o  c o s t  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o

b u s i n e s s e s  d i r e c t l y  i n  d o w n t o w n  E l g i n .  T h e s e  e v e n t s  w o u l d  o f f e r
g u i d a n c e  o n  a c c e s s i n g  f u n d i n g ,  o p t i m i z i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d

i m p l e m e n t i n g  g r o w t h  s t r a t e g i e s  -  d i r e c t l y  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e
b u s i n e s s  t u r n o v e r  c o n c e r n s  h i g h l i g h t e d  i n  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t

A m e r i c a  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  S t r a t e g y  r e p o r t .

 ●  D e v e l o p  a  s t r e a m l i n e d  s y s t e m  c o n n e c t i n g  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s
t o  n o - c o s t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h e y  m a y  o t h e r w i s e  m i s s  -  i n c l u d i n g

p r i v a t e  g r a n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  t a x  p r e p a r a t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e ,
b o o k k e e p i n g  t o o l s ,  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  s t o r e f r o n t s .  T h i s
p r o a c t i v e  a p p r o a c h  e n s u r e s  o u r  l o c a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  h a v e  e v e r y

a d v a n t a g e  t o  t h r i v e .

 ●  L a u n c h  a  t a r g e t e d  c a m p a i g n  t o  r e d i r e c t  l o c a l  s p e n d i n g  b a c k
i n t o  d o w n t o w n .  T h e  E l g i n  D e v e l o p m e n t  G r o u p ' s  2 0 2 1  R e t a i l
M a r k e t  A n a l y s i s  r e v e a l e d  $ 2 4 0  m i l l i o n  i n  r e s i d e n t  s p e n d i n g

g o i n g  o u t s i d e  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  w o u l d  h i g h l i g h t
u n i q u e  d o w n t o w n  o f f e r i n g s  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e  h o w  l o c a l

s p e n d i n g  s t r e n g t h e n s  o u r  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t y .  

●  P a r t n e r  w i t h  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  c i t y  s t a f f  t o
i m p l e m e n t  c o m p a s s i o n a t e ,  e f f e c t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  a d d r e s s i n g
t h o s e  c o n f r o n t i n g  h o m e l e s s n e s s  d o w n t o w n  -  a d d r e s s i n g  a  k e y

c o n c e r n  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  s u r v e y  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t
A m e r i c a  r e p o r t  w h i l e  s u p p o r t i n g  o u r  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  r e s i d e n t s .  



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

DIANA ALFARO

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

3 . )  How would  you  invo lve  res idents ,  bus iness  owners ,  and
other  s takeholders  in  dec is ions  impact ing  downtown E lg in?  

E c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r i v e s  w h e n  i t  g e n u i n e l y  i n c o r p o r a t e s
c o m m u n i t y  v o i c e s .  I  p r o p o s e  l a u n c h i n g  a  p i l o t  C i t y  E c o n o m i c
D e v e l o p m e n t  A d v i s o r y  G r o u p — a  d i v e r s e  c o a l i t i o n  b r i n g i n g
t o g e t h e r  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s ,  w o r k f o r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x p e r t s ,
a r t i s t s ,  f r e e l a n c e r s ,  n o n p r o f i t  l e a d e r s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e
E l g i n  A r e a  C h a m b e r ,  D . N . A . ,  E x p l o r e  E l g i n ,  P l a n n i n g  a n d  Z o n i n g
C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s ,  s t a y - a t - h o m e  p a r e n t s ,  u n i o n
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a n d  c i t y  s t a f f  t o  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  s h a p e  o u r
e c o n o m i c  f u t u r e .  

T h i s  p i l o t  i n i t i a t i v e  w i l l :

 1 .  E v a l u a t e  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  e x i s t i n g  c i t y  p r o g r a m s ,  p o l i c i e s ,  a n d
o r d i n a n c e s  
2 .  C r e a t e  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  l o c a l  s p e n d i n g  b y  b o t h  E l g i n
r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v i s i t o r s  f r o m  n e i g h b o r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s
3 .  B r o a d e n  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  e c o n o m i c  i n i t i a t i v e s  
4 .  I d e n t i f y  e m e r g i n g  e c o n o m i c  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  d e v e l o p
p r o a c t i v e  s o l u t i o n s  

T h i s  i n c l u s i v e  a p p r o a c h  h a r n e s s e s  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ' s  c o l l e c t i v e
e x p e r t i s e  a n d  d i v e r s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  W h i l e  t h e  a d v i s o r y  g r o u p
w i l l  f o c u s  o n  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  E l g i n ,  i t
r e c o g n i z e s  d o w n t o w n  a s  a  c r i t i c a l  e c o n o m i c  e n g i n e  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  h u b  r e q u i r i n g  a t t e n t i o n .  

E c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g
f r o m  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  j o b  c r e a t i o n  a n d  r e d u c i n g
t h o s e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  h o m e l e s s n e s s .  M y  p l a n  e m p h a s i z e s
t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  m e a n i n g f u l  c o m m u n i t y  i n p u t ,  a n d  m e a s u r a b l e
o u t c o m e s  t o  e n s u r e  E l g i n ' s  l o n g - t e r m  p r o s p e r i t y  b e n e f i t s  a l l
r e s i d e n t s .



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

DUSTIN GOOD

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

1 . )  What  i s  your  v i s ion  for  the  future  o f  downtown E lg in ,  and
how do  you  see  i t  contr ibut ing  to  the  overa l l  growth  of  the
c i ty?

 D o w n t o w n  E l g i n  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  b e c o m e  a  v i b r a n t ,  m i x e d - u s e
d i s t r i c t  t h a t  h o n o r s  o u r  h i s t o r i c  c h a r a c t e r  w h i l e  e m b r a c i n g

i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  g r o w t h .  M y  v i s i o n  c e n t e r s  o n  c r e a t i n g  a  w a l k a b l e ,
a c c e s s i b l e  d o w n t o w n  t h a t  s e r v e s  a s  b o t h  a  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  v i s i t o r s

a n d  a  n e i g h b o r h o o d  f o r  r e s i d e n t s .  

I  s e e  t h r e e  k e y  e l e m e n t s  d r i v i n g  d o w n t o w n ' s  f u t u r e :

 F i r s t ,  i n c r e a s i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e n s i t y  t h r o u g h  a d a p t i v e  r e u s e  o f
h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  i n f i l l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  D u r i n g  m y  f i r s t

t e r m ,  I  s u p p o r t e d  z o n i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  t h a t  r e d u c e d  m i n i m u m
a p a r t m e n t  s i z e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  d o w n t o w n ,  m a k i n g  h o u s i n g

d e v e l o p m e n t  m o r e  f e a s i b l e .  M o r e  r e s i d e n t s  l i v i n g  d o w n t o w n  m e a n s
m o r e  c u s t o m e r s  f o r  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  m o r e  a c t i v i t y  t h r o u g h o u t

t h e  d a y  a n d  e v e n i n g .  

S e c o n d ,  f o s t e r i n g  a  d i v e r s e  b u s i n e s s  e c o s y s t e m  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  r e t a i l ,
d i n i n g ,  a r t s ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  r e c e n t l y

a p p r o v e d  d o w n t o w n  z o n i n g  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  w h i c h  I  p r o u d l y
s u p p o r t e d ,  m a k e s  i t  e a s i e r  f o r  s m a l l - s c a l e  a r t i s a n s  a n d

e n t r e p r e n e u r s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  b u s i n e s s e s  d o w n t o w n  b y  c r e a t i n g  n e w
l a n d  u s e  c a t e g o r i e s  a n d  s t r e a m l i n i n g  a p p r o v a l  p r o c e s s e s .  

T h i r d ,  e n h a n c i n g  c o n n e c t i v i t y  b e t w e e n  d o w n t o w n  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h r o u g h  i m p r o v e d  t r a n s i t  o p t i o n s ,  p e d e s t r i a n -

f r i e n d l y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  b i c y c l e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y .  O u r  u p c o m i n g
A c t i v e  M o b i l i t y  P l a n ,  w h i c h  I  v o t e d  t o  f u n d ,  w i l l  c r e a t e  a

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t r a t e g y  f o r  b e t t e r  c o n n e c t i n g  d o w n t o w n  t o  t h e  r e s t
o f  E l g i n .  

D o w n t o w n ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  o u r  o v e r a l l  g r o w t h  e x t e n d s  b e y o n d
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  A s  o u r  h i s t o r i c  c o r e ,  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  E l g i n ' s
u n i q u e  i d e n t i t y  a n d  s e r v e s  a s  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e .  B y
i n v e s t i n g  i n  d o w n t o w n ,  w e ' r e  i n v e s t i n g  i n  E l g i n ' s  c u l t u r a l  v i t a l i t y ,

h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d  s e n s e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  w h i l e  c r e a t i n g
e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s .



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

DUSTIN GOOD

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

2 . )  What  spec i f ic  s teps  would  you  take  to  support  loca l
bus inesses  in  downtown E lg in?  

S u p p o r t i n g  d o w n t o w n  b u s i n e s s e s  r e q u i r e s  b o t h  i m m e d i a t e  a c t i o n s
a n d  l o n g - t e r m  s t r a t e g i e s .  I f  r e - e l e c t e d ,

 I  w i l l  f o c u s  o n :  
1 .  C o n t i n u i n g  t o  m o d e r n i z e  r e g u l a t i o n s :  B u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  z o n i n g

a m e n d m e n t s  I  s u p p o r t e d  t h i s  t e r m ,  I ' l l  p u s h  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e g u l a t o r y
r e f o r m s  t h a t  r e m o v e  u n n e c e s s a r y  b a r r i e r s  t o  b u s i n e s s  o p e r a t i o n  a n d
g r o w t h .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  s t r e a m l i n i n g  p e r m i t t i n g  p r o c e s s e s ,  r e v i e w i n g

s i g n a g e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  e n s u r i n g  o u r  c o d e s  s u p p o r t  r a t h e r  t h a n
h i n d e r  b u s i n e s s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

2 .  E n h a n c i n g  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s :  I ' l l  a d v o c a t e  f o r  g r a n t  p r o g r a m s
l i k e  t h e  F a c a d e  I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m  a n d  e x p l o r i n g  n e w
i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  b u s i n e s s e s  m a k i n g  i n v e s t m e n t s  d o w n t o w n .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  I ' l l  s u p p o r t  e f f o r t s  t o  c o n n e c t  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s  w i t h
o u t s i d e  f u n d i n g  s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  g r a n t s  o r

c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
 3 .  I m p r o v i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e :  B u s i n e s s e s  n e e d  r e l i a b l e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e

t o  t h r i v e .  I ' l l  p r i o r i t i z e  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  o u r  d o w n t o w n  s t r e e t s ,
s i d e w a l k s ,  l i g h t i n g ,  a n d  p u b l i c  s p a c e s  w h i l e  e n s u r i n g  p a r k i n g
s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  b a l a n c e  t h e  n e e d s  o f  b u s i n e s s e s ,  r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d

v i s i t o r s .
4 .  S u p p o r t i n g  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  m a r k e t i n g :  I ' l l  c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g  w i t h

t h e  D o w n t o w n  N e i g h b o r h o o d  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o
d e v e l o p  c o o r d i n a t e d  m a r k e t i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  p r o m o t e  d o w n t o w n

a s  a  d e s t i n a t i o n .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  b u i l d i n g  a r o u n d  s i g n a t u r e  e v e n t s
l i k e  N i g h t m a r e  o n  C h i c a g o  S t r e e t  t o  d r a w  m o r e  v i s i t o r s  a n d

r e s i d e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m o n t h  o f  O c t o b e r .  
5 .  F o s t e r i n g  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p :  I ' l l  s u p p o r t  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  h e l p
a s p i r i n g  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s  d e v e l o p  s k i l l s  a n d  a c c e s s  r e s o u r c e s

n e e d e d  t o  l a u n c h  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  e x p l o r i n g  p a r t n e r s h i p s
w i t h  E l g i n  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  p r o v i d e

b u s i n e s s  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  m e n t o r s h i p  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  
6 .  E n h a n c i n g  p u b l i c  s a f e t y :  E n s u r i n g  d o w n t o w n  i s  c l e a n ,  w e l l -

m a i n t a i n e d ,  a n d  s a f e  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  b u s i n e s s  s u c c e s s .  I ' l l  c o n t i n u e
t o  s u p p o r t  c o m m u n i t y  p o l i c i n g  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e

i n v e s t m e n t s  t h a t  e n h a n c e  s a f e t y  a n d  c o m f o r t  f o r  e v e r y o n e
d o w n t o w n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g  h o u r s .  T h e s e  s t e p s ,

i m p l e m e n t e d  t h o u g h t f u l l y  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y ,  w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n
d o w n t o w n ' s  b u s i n e s s  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l

s p i r i t  t h a t  d r i v e s  o u r  l o c a l  e c o n o m y .  



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

DUSTIN GOOD

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

3 . )  How would  you  invo lve  res idents ,  bus iness  owners ,  and  other
stakeholders  in  dec is ions  impact ing  downtown E lg in?

M e a n i n g f u l  c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t  m u s t  b e  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  d e c i s i o n -
m a k i n g  f o r  d o w n t o w n  E l g i n .  T h r o u g h o u t  m y  f i r s t  t e r m ,  I ' v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d
a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i n c l u s i v e  g o v e r n a n c e ,  a n d  I ' l l  e x p a n d  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  i f  r e -

e l e c t e d :  

1 .  D i g i t a l  e n g a g e m e n t  t o o l s :  A s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  m y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c i t y ' s
n e w l y  f u n d e d  d i g i t a l  e n g a g e m e n t  p l a t f o r m ,  I  b e l i e v e  i n  m a k i n g

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a c c e s s i b l e .  I ' l l  a d v o c a t e  f o r  u s i n g  t h i s  p l a t f o r m  t o  g a t h e r
i n p u t  o n  d o w n t o w n  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  a l l o w i n g  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s  t o

c o n t r i b u t e  i d e a s  e v e n  w h e n  t h e y  c a n ' t  a t t e n d  m e e t i n g s  i n  p e r s o n .

2 .  D i v e r s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s :  W h e n  f o r m i n g
c o m m i t t e e s  o r  t a s k  f o r c e s  r e l a t e d  t o  d o w n t o w n  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  I ' l l  p u s h  f o r

m e m b e r s h i p  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  d o w n t o w n ' s  d i v e r s i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u s i n e s s
o w n e r s ,  r e s i d e n t s ,  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s ,  a r t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  v i s i t o r s .

 3 .  T r a n s p a r e n t  a n d  i n c l u s i v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n :  I f  r e - e l e c t e d ,  I ' l l  w o r k  t o
i m p r o v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  e n s u r i n g  t h e y  r e a c h  a l l  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s ,

w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  e m p h a s i s  o n  o u r  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d
r e s i d e n t s .  W h i l e  E l g i n  i s  a  m i n o r i t y - m a j o r i t y  c o m m u n i t y ,  w e  h a v e n ' t

a l w a y s  a d e q u a t e l y  e n g a g e d  o r  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h i s  d e m o g r a p h i c .  I ' l l
a d v o c a t e  f o r  i m p r o v e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  c u l t u r a l l y  r e s p o n s i v e
o u t r e a c h  t h a t  a c k n o w l e d g e s  o u r  u n i q u e  i d e n t i t y .  D o w n t o w n  E l g i n

s h o u l d n ' t  a s p i r e  t o  b e  G e n e v a  o r  S t .  C h a r l e s ,  w e  s h o u l d  e m b r a c e  w h a t
m a k e s  u s  s p e c i a l :  o u r  d i v e r s e ,  v i b r a n t  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  h a s  m o r e  i n
c o m m o n  w i t h  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  l i k e  P i l s e n  t h a n  w i t h  o t h e r  F o x  V a l l e y

s u b u r b s .  

4 .  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y :  I ' l l  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e
D o w n t o w n  N e i g h b o r h o o d  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  r e c e i v e s  c i t y  f u n d i n g  t o

f a c i l i t a t e  d o w n t o w n  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t o  e n s u r e  t h e y ' r e  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r
c o n t r a c t u a l  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  s e r v e  a l l  d o w n t o w n  s t a k e h o l d e r s .  B y  r e v i e w i n g
t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e  m e t r i c s  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  m o r e  i n c l u s i v e  p r o g r a m m i n g

a n d  o u t r e a c h ,  I ' l l  p u s h  f o r  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i n  h o w  D N A  r e p r e s e n t s
d o w n t o w n  i n t e r e s t s .  A s  a  f o r m e r  D N A  b o a r d  m e m b e r ,  I  u n d e r s t a n d  b o t h
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  p o t e n t i a l  a n d  i t s  c u r r e n t  l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  r e p r e s e n t i n g

o u r  d i v e r s e  d o w n t o w n  c o n s t i t u e n c y .  

I  b e l i e v e  E l g i n  w o r k s  b e s t  w h e n  w e  w o r k  t o g e t h e r .  B y  i n v o l v i n g  d i v e r s e
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  w e ' l l  d e v e l o p  m o r e  c r e a t i v e  s o l u t i o n s  a n d  b u i l d  b r o a d e r

s u p p o r t  f o r  d o w n t o w n  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l  a n d
s u s t a i n a b l e  o u t c o m e s .



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

 ERIK BOSQUE PEÑA

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

1 . )  What  i s  your  v i s ion  for  the  future  o f  downtown E lg in ,  and
how do  you  see  i t  contr ibut ing  to  the  overa l l  growth  of  the
c i ty?

" M y  v i s i o n  f o r  d o w n t o w n  E l g i n  i s  t o  c r e a t e  a  v i b r a n t ,  i n c l u s i v e
d e s t i n a t i o n  t h a t  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h i l e

e x p a n d i n g  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  t o  t h e  w e s t  s i d e .  I  s e e  d o w n t o w n  E l g i n
b e c o m i n g  a  d y n a m i c  h u b  t h a t  a t t r a c t s  v i s i t o r s  f r o m  b o t h  n o r t h  a n d
s o u t h  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e m  t o  e x p l o r e  e v e r y t h i n g  o u r  c i t y

h a s  t o  o f f e r .  B y  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r
d o w n t o w n  c o r e ,  w e  c a n  c r e a t e  a  n a t u r a l  f l o w  t h a t  l e a d s  p e o p l e  t o

d i s c o v e r  o u r  u n i q u e  s h o p s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l  a t t r a c t i o n s .
T h i s  e x p a n s i o n  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  e n h a n c e  o u r  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  b u t  a l s o

c r e a t e  a  m o r e  c o n n e c t e d  a n d  p r o s p e r o u s  c i t y  f o r  a l l  r e s i d e n t s . "

2 . )  What  spec i f ic  s teps  would  you  take  to  support  loca l
bus inesses  in  downtown E lg in?  

T o  s u p p o r t  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  D o w n t o w n  E l g i n ,  I  w o u l d  i m p l e m e n t
s e v e r a l  k e y  i n i t i a t i v e s :

1 .  E n h a n c e  t h e   s t r e a m l i n e d  p e r m i t  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e s s  t o  r e d u c e
b u r e a u c r a t i c  b a r r i e r s

2 .  E s t a b l i s h  o r  e n h a n c e  a  b u s i n e s s  m e n t o r s h i p  p r o g r a m  c o n n e c t i n g
e x p e r i e n c e d  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  w i t h  n e w  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s

3 .  D e v e l o p  a  m a r k e t i n g  c a m p a i g n  h i g h l i g h t i n g  d o w n t o w n
b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  w e s t  s i d e  e x p a n s i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

4 .  I m p l e m e n t  o r  e n h a n c e  t a x  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  b u s i n e s s e s  i n v e s t i n g  i n
d o w n t o w n  r e n o v a t i o n  a n d  w e s t  s i d e  d e v e l o p m e n t

5 .  E n h a n c e d  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  f o r  f a c a d e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  b u s i n e s s
m o d e r n i z a t i o n

6 .  O r g a n i z e  r e g u l a r  e v e n t s  a n d  f e s t i v a l s  t h a t  d r i v e  f o o t  t r a f f i c  t o
d o w n t o w n  b u s i n e s s e s

7 .  E s t a b l i s h  o r  h e a v i l y  p r o m o t e  a  ' S h o p  L o c a l '  c a m p a i g n  t o
e n c o u r a g e  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t  o f  d o w n t o w n  b u s i n e s s e s .



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

 ERIK BOSQUE PEÑA

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

3 . )  How would  you  invo lve  res idents ,  bus iness  owners ,  and
other  s takeholders  in  dec is ions  impact ing  downtown E lg in?

M y  a p p r o a c h  t o  i n v o l v i n g  s t a k e h o l d e r s  w o u l d  b e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e
a n d  i n c l u s i v e :

1 .  F o r m  o r  s t r e n g t h e n  a  D o w n t o w n  D e v e l o p m e n t  A d v i s o r y
C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  b u s i n e s s e s ,  r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d

c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
2 .  H o s t  r e g u l a r  t o w n  h a l l s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  f o r u m s  t o  g a t h e r  i n p u t

o n  d o w n t o w n  i n i t i a t i v e s  
3 .  C r e a t e  a n  o n l i n e  p l a t f o r m  f o r  c o n t i n u o u s  f e e d b a c k  a n d

s u g g e s t i o n s
4 .  E s t a b l i s h  w o r k i n g  g r o u p s  f o c u s e d  o n  s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t s  o f

d o w n t o w n  d e v e l o p m e n t
5 .  P a r t n e r  w i t h  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t o  e n s u r e  r e s i d e n t i a l

i n t e r e s t s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d
6 .  I m p l e m e n t  a  t r a n s p a r e n t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s y s t e m  t o  k e e p

s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n f o r m e d  o f  p r o g r e s s  a n d  d e c i s i o n s
7 .  C o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  w e s t  s i d e  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  t o  e n s u r e

s e a m l e s s  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  e x p a n s i o n  p l a n s
8 .  R e g u l a r  s u r v e y s  a n d  f e e d b a c k  s e s s i o n s  t o  m e a s u r e  c o m m u n i t y

s a t i s f a c t i o n  a n d  g a t h e r  n e w  i d e a s .
.



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

MARK SMITH 

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

1 . )  What  i s  your  v i s ion  for  the  future  o f  downtown E lg in ,
and  how do  you  see  i t  contr ibut ing  to  the  overa l l  growth  of
the  c i ty?

 
I  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  r e v i t a l i z i n g  o u r  h i s t o r i c

d o w n t o w n  a r e a .  T h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  o u r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h e r i t a g e
i s  n o t  o n l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ' s  i d e n t i t y

b u t  a l s o  p l a y s  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  r o l e  i n  f o s t e r i n g  e c o n o m i c
g r o w t h  a n d  c u l t u r a l  v i b r a n c y .  A s  p a r t  o f  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e

p r o g r a m  a i m e d  a t  r e j u v e n a t i n g  t h i s  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  o u r
c o m m u n i t y ,  I  w i l l  s t r i v e  t o  s e c u r e  i n c r e a s e d  g r a n t s  f o r  p r o p e r t y

a n d  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s .  T h e s e  g r a n t s  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a  c a t a l y s t  f o r
i n v e s t m e n t ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  a n d  r e n o v a t i o n  o f  o u r

h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  w h i l e  a l s o  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
m o d e r n  s p a c e s  t h a t  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t o d a y ’ s  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d
r e s i d e n t s .  T h e  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  d o w n t o w n  w i l l  b e  a  t o p  p r i o r i t y
f o r  m y  t i m e  o n  c o u n c i l ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e n h a n c i n g

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  f o r  a l l  r e s i d e n t s .  B y  i n c e n t i v i z i n g  p r i v a t e
i n v e s t m e n t ,  w e  c a n  c r e a t e  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  b o t h  o l d  a n d

n e w  c o a l e s c e ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  u n i q u e  a t m o s p h e r e  t h a t  a t t r a c t s
v i s i t o r s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  a l i k e .  T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  w i l l  n o t  o n l y

p r e s e r v e  t h e  c h a r m  o f  o u r  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  b u t  a l s o  s t i m u l a t e
e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y ,  g e n e r a t i n g  j o b s  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  l o c a l

b u s i n e s s e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  c a r e f u l  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f
c o n t e m p o r a r y  d e s i g n  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  d o w n t o w n  r e m a i n s

n o t  o n l y  f u n c t i o n a l  b u t  a l s o  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  p l e a s i n g ,  i n v i t i n g
p e o p l e  t o  g a t h e r  a n d  e n g a g e  w i t h i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  I  a m

c o m m i t t e d  t o  a  f u t u r e  w h e r e  o u r  h i s t o r i c  d o w n t o w n  t h r i v e s  a s
a  c e n t e r  o f  c o m m e r c e ,  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t ,

e n s u r i n g  i t s  r e l e v a n c e  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e .
 



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

MARK SMITH 

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

2 . )  What  spec i f ic  s teps  would  you  take  to  support  loca l
bus inesses  in  downtown E lg in?  

 
T o  s u p p o r t  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  d o w n t o w n ,  I  w o u l d  p r o p o s e  a n

i n c r e a s e  t o  t h e  T I F  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  d o w n t o w n  o w n e r s .
E x p a n d e d  i n c e n t i v e s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  f r o m  t h e  c i t y  w i l l  p r o m o t e
c u r r e n t  b u s i n e s s  e x p a n s i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  d r i v e  n e w  b u s i n e s s e s  t o

o p e n  i n  t h e  d o w n t o w n ,  c r e a t i n g  i n c r e a s e d  r e v e n u e  f o r
b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  t h e  c i t y .  T r a n s f o r m i n g  o u r  d o w n t o w n  i n t o  a
d e s t i n a t i o n  l o c a t i o n  i s  t h e  e n d  g o a l  w h e r e  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  c a n

b r e a t h e  n e w  l i f e  i n t o  E l g i n ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  l o c a l  e c o n o m y
a n d  f o s t e r i n g  a  v i b r a n t  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  c a n

t h r i v e  a n d  e n j o y  a  g r e a t  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  o u r  b e a u t i f u l
d o w n t o w n  a l o n g  t h e  F o x  R i v e r .  B y  e n h a n c i n g  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t

t h r o u g h  T I F  r e s o u r c e s ,  w e  n o t  o n l y  e m p o w e r  e x i s t i n g
e n t e r p r i s e s  b u t  a l s o  a t t r a c t  i n n o v a t i v e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  w h o  w i l l
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  o u r  l o c a l  e c o n o m y .  T h e  r e s u l t i n g  g r o w t h  w i l l  n o t

o n l y  p r o v i d e  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b u t  w i l l  a l s o  i m p r o v e  t h e
o v e r a l l  a e s t h e t i c  a n d  v i b r a n c y  o f  o u r  d o w n t o w n  a r e a .  W e

e n v i s i o n  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  s h o p p i n g ,  d i n i n g ,  a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t
c o n v e r g e ,  s t i m u l a t i n g  c o m m u n i t y  i n t e r a c t i o n  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t .
B y  p r i o r i t i z i n g  o u r  d o w n t o w n ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w e  a r e  i n v e s t i n g
i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  E l g i n ,  c r e a t i n g  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r

g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e .  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  w e  a c t  n o w  t o  h a r n e s s
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  o u r  d o w n t o w n ,  e n s u r i n g  i t  r e m a i n s  a

c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  i d e n t i t y .  C o l l e c t i v e l y ,  w e  c a n
t r a n s f o r m  E l g i n  i n t o  a  t h r i v i n g  h u b  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  o u r  s h a r e d

v a l u e s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  m a k i n g  i t  a  d e s i r a b l e  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r
b o t h  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v i s i t o r s  a l i k e .

 



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

MARK SMITH 

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

3• )  How would  you  invo lve  res idents ,  bus iness  owners ,  and
other  s takeholders  in  dec is ions  impact ing  downtown
Elg in?

 
I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p r o p o s e  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  q u a r t e r l y  t o w n h a l l
f o r u m s  d e s i g n e d  t o  f o s t e r  t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e  o p e n

l i n e s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  d o w n t o w n  b u s i n e s s e s  o f
E l g i n  a n d  i t s  r e s i d e n t s .  T h e s e  f o r u m s  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a n  i n c l u s i v e

p l a t f o r m ,  w h e r e  c i t i z e n s  c a n  e n g a g e  i n  m e a n i n g f u l  d i a l o g u e
o n  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  t o p i c s  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f t e n

e x p e r i e n c e d  d u r i n g  c o n v e n t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e  t h r e e - m i n u t e  s p e a k i n g  l i m i t .  I t  i s
m y  b e l i e f  t h a t  p r o v i d i n g  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o

e x p r e s s  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s ,  c o n c e r n s ,  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  o n l y
m a k e  t h e m  f e e l  v a l u e d  a n d  h e a r d  b u t  w i l l  a l s o  c u l t i v a t e  a

s e n s e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  s h a r e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  B y  p r i o r i t i z i n g
c i t i z e n  e n g a g e m e n t ,  w e  c a n  a d d r e s s  p r e s s i n g  i s s u e s  t h a t

i m p a c t  t h e  d o w n t o w n  a r e a  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d
c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e s e  t o w n h a l l  m e e t i n g s  w o u l d

a l l o w  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  v o i c e  t h e i r  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a n d
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  o u r

c o m m u n i t y ' s  c o l l e c t i v e  w e l l - b e i n g .  T h e  i n t e r a c t i v e  n a t u r e  o f
t h e s e  f o r u m s  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  f e e d b a c k  a n d  i n s i g h t s  f r o m  a l l

p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  e n r i c h i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  a n d
e n h a n c i n g  o u r  i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  b e t t e r  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  E l g i n .
I  a m  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e s e  q u a r t e r l y  t o w n h a l l - t y p e

f o r u m s  w i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p r o v e  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n
r e s i d e n t s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s ,  u l t i m a t e l y  f o s t e r i n g  a  s t r o n g e r ,  m o r e

v i b r a n t  E l g i n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  a n d  I
l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  v i s i o n  t o  f r u i t i o n .



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

 COREY D. DIXON

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

1 . )  What  i s  your  v i s ion  for  the  future  o f  downtown E lg in ,  and
how do  you  see  i t
contr ibut ing  to  the  overa l l  growth  of  the  c i ty?  

I  b e l i e v e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  m a k e  D o w n t o w n  E l g i n  t h e
p r e m i e r  d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  I l l i n o i s  f o r  l i v i n g ,  d i n n i n g ,  s h o p p i n g  a n d

d o i n g  b u s i n e s s .  I  a m  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e
b u s i n e s s e s ,  r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d  v i s i t o r s  a l l  f e e l  w e l c o m e d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d .

T o  t h a t  e n d ,  o v e r  m y  e i g h t  y e a r s  i n  s e r v i c e  o n  C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  I ' v e
a c t i v e l y  w o r k e d  t o  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  e x c i t i n g  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  o p t i o n s .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  D o w n t o w n  E l g i n  h a s  w h a t  i t  t a k e s  t o  b e  a  b o o m i n g
h u b  o f  a c t i v i t y  –  f r o m  f a m i l y  f u n  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  c u l t u r a l  e v e n t s  a n d

n i g h t l i f e .  I ' m  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  m a k e  D o w n t o w n  E l g i n  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
a t t r a c t i v e  p l a c e s  i n  I l l i n o i s  f o r  c o m p a n i e s  o f  e v e r y  s i z e ,  i n c l u d i n g

s t a r t - u p s  l o o k i n g  f o r  a n  a f f o r d a b l e  p l a c e  t o  l a u n c h  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s e s
a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  c r e a t e  m o r e  j o b s  f o r  o u r  r e s i d e n t s .

T h i s  i s  m y  v i s i o n  a n d  m y  a c t i o n s  o n  C i t y  C o u n c i l  h a v e  a l w a y s
s u p p o r t e d  t h e s e  g o a l s .

 
 

2 . )  What  spec i f ic  s teps  would  you  take  to  support  loca l
bus inesses  in  downtown
Elg in?

T h e r e ’ s  a  f e w  t h i n g s .
 

1 )  I  w a n t  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  b u s i n e s s e s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  c i t y  s t a f f ,
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a s  a  w h o l e  a n d  D N A .

 
2 )  I  w a n t  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  b u s i n e s s e s  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  r e s t r i c t e d  b y
o u t d a t e d  o r d i n a n c e s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  s e r v e d  a  d i f f e r e n t  e r a  a n d

u s h e r  i n  n e w  o n e s  t h a t  i n v i t e s  t h e  k i n d  o f  d e s t i n a t i o n  e n v i r o n m e n t
t h a t  w e  w a n t .

 
3 )  C r e a t e  a  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  g r a n t  f u n d .

  



C O U N C I L  C A N D I D A T E

 COREY D. DIXON

The Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin does not endorse or oppose any candidate. 
Information gathered through this questionnaire is solely to educate the community by 
gathering and publishing candidate responses to Downtown Elgin specific questions.

3 . )  How would  you  invo lve  res idents ,  bus iness  owners ,  and
other  s takeholders  in  dec is ions  impact ing  downtown
Elg in?

T o  s t a r t ,  I  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  a l l  o f  t h o s e  g r o u p s  t o  s i g n u p  t o
r e c e i v e  w e e k l y / m o n t h l y  D N A  e m a i l s .  I  w o u l d  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e

t h o s e  s a m e  g r o u p s  t o  a t t e n d / w a t c h  t h e i r  C i t y  C o u n c i l
m e e t i n g s .  T h o s e  t w o  t h i n g s  a r e  f o u n d a t i o n a l .  F r o m  t h e r e  I

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  q u a r t e r l y  t o w n  h a l l s  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h
D N A  t h a t  a r e  h o s t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  b u s i n e s s e s  d o w n t o w n  a n d

s p e a k  w i t h  t h e s e  g r o u p s  d i r e c t l y  t o  h e a r  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  a n d
w h a t  t h e y  w a n t .

 




